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Tho  legal  relationship  of  Manchuria  to  China  was  novor  in  quostion  before 
1911.  No  rationa.l  being  would  dispute  the  absoluto  right  of  tho  Manchos  to 
eovoroignty  ovor  their  homoland  up  to  that  yoar;  no  arguments  can  sot  asido 
tho  lognlit,,-  a  id  binding  forco  cf  tho  Abdication  Agreements  botwoon  tho 
Manchrue  and  too  Republic,  sacred  and  soxomn  contracts  incorporated  into  tho 
fundamental  law  of  tho  Republic,  and  then  callously  viola  tod  p.b  to  ovory 
clauso;  no  urocf  Can  bo  adduced  to  support  tho  contontion  that  tho  Manchus 
havo  died  cut;  ho  tho  claim  of  Chin*  to  sovereignty  ovor  tho  torritory 
of  tho  Manchus  reduces  itsolf  to  tho  contontion  that  sinco  tho  Russo-Japa-  V 
eso  Wax’  (1905)  tho  influx  of  immi"T*i.'tj  settling  on  tho  land  has  dotorminod  tho 
ownership  of  toe  s-il  and  that  tho  right  of  sovereignty  is  coexistent  with 
this  occupancy. 

Tho  claim  is  so  fnr-rop.ching,  Involving  rights  and  intorosts  pnd  impoaoh- 
ing  titlos  w’Ach  have,  nover  boon  questioned  in  centuries,  that  they  cannot 
possibly  bo  disposed  of  by  a  commission  which,  instoad  of  acting  as  modiators, 
constituted  itsolf  into  a  court  from  whoGo  decision  thoro  was  no  appoal.  To 
go  back  only  to  tho  Mancha  conquest  of  China  in  1644,  wo  find  that  thoso 
strong  uon  of  tho  North,  throughout  thoir  long  rulo  ovor  China,  with  thoir 
Mongol  and  Menchurien-Chinooo  allies,  havo  occupiod  a.nd  hold  by  right  of 
pooBOssion  all  the  torritory  north  of  tho  Great  Vail  as  part  of  thoir  homoland. 
It  has  boor,  a  rosorvoir  from  which  to  drrw  troops  for  roplf-.cononts  to  hold 
thoir  conquoot  and  a  sa.fo  rotroat  in  tho  ovont  of  dofoat.  Sitting  onthronod 
in  Poking,  thoy  proclaimed  thoir  homeland  a  Crown  Area,  a  closed  prosorvo,  and 
onactoa  stringont  immigration  laws  to  keep  tho  Chinoso  out.  Thoy  thon  pro¬ 
hibited  lntoroarripgo  botwoon  tho  Bannenron  (tho  Mauclxu  Military  Establishment) 
and  tho  Chinoso  and  enforced  those  laws  up  to  within  a  fow  years  of  tho  abdica¬ 
tion  of  thoir  omporor  as  sovereign  of  China.  Thon  thoy  had  their  rights 
stipulated  and  rocognizod  in  solorn  troatios  wliioh  brepmo  tho  fundamental 
law  of  tho  new  Ropublic. 

Tho  Chinoso  claims  to  aovoroigntj ,  based  on  tho  records  of  anciont  history, 
havo  no  forco  in  law.  Vhatover  rights  thoy  may  havo  onjoyod  in  tho  din  and 
distant  peot  to  certain  fringes  in  Southern  Manchuria  aro  lost,  forgotten  and 
invalidated  by  three  centuries  of  Mpnchu  occupation  and  sovoroignty.  Any 
Chinoso  olair:  to  sovereignty  over  Manchuria  must  thoroforo  bo  basod  on  its 
nominal  incorporation  into  the  so-cpilod  Republic  at  tho  tinn  of  tho  abdica¬ 
tion  as  defined  by  tho  torne  of  the  Abdication  Agroomonts.  This  basic  chartor 
has  boon  i,“xorod  by  the  faroign  Powers  who,  in  sutsoquont  treaties  with  tho 
Republic,  havo  agreed  to  roco  jnizo  and  respect  tho  territorial  and  ndninis- 
trativo  indopondonco  of  a  statn  t.-at  has  never  boon  proporly  dolir.itod,  do- 
flnod  or  constituted,  a.  p  >rpot,u*tion  on  papor  of  an  empire  which  collapsod  and 
disintegrated  Into  its  compenont  ontiti  s  with  tho  dissolution  in  1911  of  tho 
Manchu  authority. . . . 
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It  is  noooesary  to  stress  certain  absoluto  truths  whloh  roqulro  no  oppo¬ 
sition  and  which  no  outfilo  nation  acting  as  Judge  is  called  upon  to  cha?longe. 
Up  to  1911,  Manchuria  wab  Indisputably  Mancha  territory,  That  it  was  poiulttod 
to  oomo  ovon  nominally  under  the  ru.\o  of  tho  P.opublio  Is  traocablo  sololy 
to  the  Abdication  of  tho  Har.ohu  emporor  and  tho  *.a.'.t  that  too  Miuaoha  Imperial 
Clan,  the  princos  and  the  jfennavnon  resident  In  Poking,  oonfiding  in  the  bind¬ 
ing  quality  of  tho  agreements  \ritton  i-to  tho  Fundamental  law  of  tho  Republic, 
did  not  porceive  the  noaoeeity  of  -noticing  at  onco  to  their  homolsnd.  The 
peoplo  of  Manchuria  savod  thoir  oounti7  feta  the  fa.te  of  tho  rent  of  China 
by  ompoworing  Gonoral  Chang  Tso-lin  to  dc-.fond  their  frontiora  against  an 
invasion  of  tho  Ropubllcen  armies.  No  Chiaoso  war-lord  from  dietricco  south 
of  tho  Wall  has  ozorolsod  authority  ovor  Mnnohuria  slnoo  the  advont  of  the 
Republio.  Its  ruldr  has  always  boon  a  Manchurian  who  not  only  kopt  tho  others  - 
out  but,  true  to  tradition,  invadod  Chinn  Propor  and  brought  tho  northorn 
half  of  tho  country  uador  his  rvlo.  That  Cn»ng  Hauohli.png  conqacrod  north 
<Hna  in  1930,  meking  Poking  his  oapltal,  and  then  onterod  into  a  paot  with 
the  war-lord  of  Nanking  to  divldo  tho  country  botwoen  thorn  while  to  fool  the 
foreign  Powors,  Nanking  wa.s  pormlttod  to  pono  as  tho  rocognlrod  ^o-ornmont, 
in  no  way  brought  Manchuria  evon  nominally  under  tho  rule  of  Nanking.  Chang 
Hsuohllang  was  never  the  subordinate.  He  was  the  nOo-Rulor  of  OMua",  oqu&l 
in  rank  and  prestige  to  Ohlang  Kai-shek,  a  fact  ho  impressed  upon  all  foreign¬ 
ers  whs  mot  and  talked  with  him.  When  Ch,<ng  Hsuah-llang's  military  power  was 
broken,  and  ho  oould  no  longor  terrorise  the  people  of  *^arohuria  into  submis¬ 
sion,  tho  right  to  rule  did  not  pass  to  hla  partr.or  despot  in  Nanking,  but  to 
ths  poople  of  Manohurla  from  whom  his  fr t^or  originally  dorivod  hiw  powors. 

When  tho  pooplo  of  Manchuria  declared  their  lndnpenienoo  thny  committod  no 
injury  or  Injustice  to  China  or  tho  Nanking  war- lord,  who  has  novor  ovon 
Tisltod  Manchuria,  cannot  spaak  tho  languago,  and  would  probably  bo  mobbed 
If  ho  stoppod  foot  In  the  territory  without  an  army  at  his  baok.... 
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